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   Carnegiea gigantea 
Saguaro 

AT A GLANCE SUMMARY 

SIZE (H X W) 25-40 feet x 10-15 feet

FLOWER COLOR White 

FLOWER SEASON Late spring into summer 

WATER Low 

GROWTH RATE Slow  

HARDINESS 10º F, USDA Zone 8 

PRUNING None 

EXPOSURE Full sun, reflected heat  

The Saguaro blossom is the state flower of 
Arizona, and the cactus is probably the 
most iconic reminder of our state’s 
heritage. This cactus grows from central 
Arizona south into the Mexican state of 
Sonora, found on rocky slopes and 
expanses below 4000’ of elevation. Slow 
growing and long-lived, Saguaros can live 
to be a few hundred years old surviving 
on rainfall. Full sun and excellent 
drainage are crucial to the success of a 
Saguaro, plants can rot out if given too 
much water or if left in standing water for 
too long. Mature specimens can reach as 
tall as 40 feet. Beautiful white blossoms 
adorn the tops of the cactus throughout 
the late spring and summer eventually 
becoming sweet red fruits.  


