
 

Cold Tolerance 

 

Mountain States Wholesale Nursery is known 

for growing water efficient, desert adapted 

plants, but what about cold tolerances?        

Elevations range widely in “mountain islands 

and desert seas” of the Southwest, as does the 

adaptability of plants we grow for this region. 

This inventory list includes the anticipated low 

temperature for hardiness and USDA Hardiness 

Zone ratings.  

Deserts are often divided into elevation zones 

of low, middle, and high. Low deserts would be 

under 2500’, such as Phoenix, AZ and Las      

Vegas, NV. Middle deserts range from about 

2500’ to 4000’, such as El Paso, TX, and         

Sedona, AZ. High deserts are above 4000’, such 

as Albuquerque, NM and Prescott, AZ. These     

zones certainly blend together and regional  

climates must be recognized, but we use these 

lists for reference purposes.  



Botanical Name Cold Minimum Low  Middle High  
 Tolerance USDA Zone Desert Desert Desert 

Abutilon palmeri 25 9 X   

Acacia aneura 15 8 X   

Acacia constricta -10 6 X X X 

Acacia craspedocarpa 20 9 X   

Acacia farnesiana Sweet Sierra™ (Acacia smallii) 10 8 X X  

Acacia greggii 0 7 X X  

Acacia redolens Desert Carpet ® 15 8 X   

Acacia roemeriana 10 8 X X  

Acacia salicina 20 9 X   

Acacia stenophylla 15 8 X   

Acacia willardiana 25 9 X   

Acalypha monostachya Raspberry Fuzzies™ 10 8 X X  

Acer grandidentatum -30 4  X X 

Agave americana v. marginata 15 8 X X  

Agave americana v. mediopicta 15 8 X X  

Agave chrysantha 5 7 X X  

Agave desmettiana 'Variegata' 25 9 X   

Agave geminiflora 15 8 X   

Agave havardiana -20 5 X X X 

Agave multifilifera 15 8 X   

Agave murpheyi 10 8 X X  

Agave murpheyi 'Rodney' 10 8 X X  

Agave ocahui 15 8 X X  

Agave ovatifolia 'Frosty Blue' 0 7 X X  

Agave palmeri 5 7 X X  

Agave parrasana 10 8 X X  

Agave parryi v. couesii 0 7 X X X 

Agave parryi v. huachucensis -10 6 X X X 

Agave parryi v. neomexicana (Agave neomexicana) -20 5 X X X 

Agave parryi v. parryi -20 5 X X X 

Agave parryi v. parryi Estrella™ 0 7 X X  

Agave parryi v. truncata 10 8 X X  

Agave parviflora 10 8 X X  

Agave pelona 20 9 X   

Agave schidigera Durango Delight™ 15 8 X X  

Agave toumeyana 0 7 X X  

Agave victoria-reginae 10 8 X X  

Agave victoria-reginae compacta 10 8 X X  

Agave weberi 15 8 X X  

Agave X 'Blue Glow' 15 8 X X  

Aloe X 'Blue Elf' 15 8 X   

Ambrosia deltoidea 20 9 X   

Ambrosia dumosa 10 8 X X  

Amsonia grandiflora -10 6 X X X 

Andropogon scoparius (Schyzacrium scoparum) -30 4 X X X 



Botanical Name Cold Minimum Low  Middle High  
 Tolerance USDA Zone Desert Desert Desert 

Anisacanthus quad. Mexican Fire™ 0 7 X X  

Aquilegia chrysantha -30 4 X X X 

Aristida purpurea -10 6 X X X 

Artemisia filifolia -30 4  X X 

Artemisia frigida -30 4  X X 

Artemisia tridentata -20 5  X X 

Asclepias subulata 25 9 X   

Atriplex canescens -30 4 X X X 

Atriplex lentiformis 15 8 X X  

Atriplex polycarpa 10 8 X X  

Baccharis hybrid 'Starn'Thompson™ #11240 0 7 X X  

Baccharis sarothroides Male Selection 10 8 X X  

Baileya multiradiata -10 6 X X X 

Bauhinia lunarioides (Bauhinia congesta) 10 8 X X  

Bauhinia macranthera 10 8 X X  

Berberis trifoliata -10 6 X X X 

Berlandiera lyrata -30 4 X X X 

Bouteloua curtipendula -30 4 X X X 

Bouteloua gracilis -30 4 X X X 

Bouteloua gracilis 'Blonde Ambition' P.P.A.F. -30 4 X X X 

Brahea nitida 15 8 X   

Buddleja marrubifolia 10 8 X X  

Bulbine frutescens Tiny Tangerine™ 10 8 X X  

Caesalpinia cacalaco Smoothie™ 20 9 X   

Caesalpinia gilliesii -10 6 X X X 

Caesalpinia X Sierra Sun® PP #20,584 15 8 X X  

Caesalpinia mexicana 15 8 X X  

Caesalpinia pulcherrima 15 8 X X  

Calamagrostis x acutiflora 'Karl Foerster' -25 4  X X 

Callaeum macropterum (Mascagnia macroptera) 25 9 X   

Calliandra eriophylla 10 8 X X  

Calliandra x Sierra Starr™ PP#15387  15 8 X X  

Calylophus hartwegii v. fendleri -20 5 X X X 

Carex tumulicola 15 8 X X  

Carnegiea gigantea 15 8 X   

Caryopteris x clandonensis 'Dark Knight' -30 4 X X X 

Celtis reticulata -20 5 X X X 

Celtis pallida 10 8 X X  

Cercis canadensis v. texensis -10 6 X X X 

Cercocarpus breviflorus -20 5  X X 

Cercocarpus ledifolius -30 4  X X 

Cercocarpus montanus -30 4  X X 

Cereus hildmannianus 20 9 X   

Chilopsis linearis -10 6 X X X 

Chilopsis linearis Art's Seedless® -10 6 X X X 



Botanical Name Cold Minimum Low  Middle High  
 Tolerance USDA Zone Desert Desert Desert 

Chilopsis linearis 'Bubba' -10 6 X X X 

Chilopsis linearis 'Lopur' PP #28,902 Desert Diva™ -10 6 X X X 

Chilopsis linearis Lucretia Hamilton™ -10 6 X X X 

Chilopsis linearis Warren Jones™ 0 7 X X  

Chrysactinia mexicana 0 7 X X  

Conoclinium dissectum Boothill™ (Eupatorium greggii) 0 7 X X  

Cordia boissieri 20 9 X   

Cordia parvifolia 15 8 X   

Cortaderia selloana 'Pumila' 0 7 X X  

Cupressus arizonica -10 6 X X X 

Cupressus dupreziana 0 7 X X  

Dalbergia sissoo 25 9 X   

Dalea bicolor v. bicolor Monterrey Blue™ 10 8 X X  

Dalea capitata Sierra Gold ® 0 7 X X  

Dalea frutescens Sierra Negra™ 0 7 X X  

Dalea greggii 10 8 X X  

Dalea lutea Sierra Moonrise™ 15 8 X   

Dalea versicolor v. sessilis Mountain Delight™ 0 7 X X  

Dasylirion quadrangulatum (Dasylirion longissimum) 15 8 X X  

Dasylirion texanum -20 5 X X X 

Dasylirion wheeleri 0 7 X X  

Dichondra argentea 20 9 X   

Distichlis spicata 20 9 X   

Dodonaea viscosa 15 8 X   

Drosanthemum speciosum 'Rosea' 20 9 X   

Ebenopsis ebano (Pithecellobium flexicaule) 10 8 X X  

Encelia farinosa 15 8 X X  

Ephedra nevadensis 0 7 X X  

Ephedra viridis -20 5 X X X 

Eremophila glabra 'Mingenew Gold' 15 8 X   

Eremophila glabra ssp. carnosa Winter Blaze™ 20 9 X   

Eremophila hygrophana Blue Bells™ 17 8 X   

Eremophila maculata 'Valentine' 15 8 X   

Eremophila x Summertime Blue™ 25 9 X   

Ericameria laricifolia Aguirre™ -10 6 X X X 

Ericameria laricifolia 'Desert Mountain' -10 6 X X X 

Ericameria nauseosa v. speciosa (Chrysothamnus nauseosus) -30 4  X X 

Eriogonum fasciculatum v. poliofolium  10 8 X X  

Eriogonum wrightii 0 7 X X X 

Eucalyptus papuana 20 9 X   

Euphorbia antisyphilitica 0 7 X X  

Euphorbia rigida (Euphorbia biglandulosa) -20 5 X X X 

Fallugia paradoxa -30 4  X X 

Festuca glauca -30 4  X X 

Forestiera neomexicana -20 5  X X 



Botanical Name Cold Minimum Low  Middle High  
 Tolerance USDA Zone Desert Desert Desert 

Fouquieria diguetii  25 9 X   

Fouquieria macdougalii  15 8 X   

Fouquieria splendens  10 8 X X  

Fraxinus cuspidata -10 6 X X  

Fraxinus greggii 10 8 X X  

Gallardia X 'Arizona Sun' -30 4 X X X 

Gaura lindhiemeri 'Pink Cloud' -20 5 X X X 

Gaura lindheimeri 'Siskiyou' -20 5 X X X 

Gaura lindheimeri 'Whirling Butterflies' -20 5 X X X 

Gazania rigens 'Sun Gold' 15 8 X X  

Glandularia pulchella 15 8 X X  

Gossypium harknessii 25 9 X   

Guaiacum coulteri 25 9 X   

Gutierrezia sarothrae -30 4 X X X 

Hamelia patens Sierra Red™ 10 8 X X  

Havardia pallens Sierra Sparkler™ (Pithecellobium pallens) 15 8 X X  

Hesperaloe campanulata 0 7 X X X 

Hesperaloe funifera -10 6 X X X 

Hesperaloe funifera ssp. chiangii 10 8 X X  

Hesperaloe nocturna 0 7 X X  

Hesperaloe parviflora PP #21,729 Brakelights® -20 5 X X X 

Hesperaloe parviflora PP #28,909 Desert Dusk® -20 5 X X X 

Hesperaloe parviflora Desert Flamenco™ -20 5 X X X 

Hesperaloe parviflora PP #28,910 Sandia Glow® -20 5 X X X 

Hesperaloe parviflora Red -20 5 X X X 

Hesperaloe parviflora Yellow -20 5 X X X 

Hesperaloe tenuifolia 15 8 X X  

Hesperaloe X PP #21,728 'Pink Parade' -10 6 X X X 

Hilaria rigida 10 8 X X  

Hyptis emoryi 15 8 X X  

Isocoma acradenia 10 8 X X  

Juglans major -10 6 X X X 

Justicia californica 20 9 X   

Justicia spicigera 15 8 X X  

Krascheninnikovia lanata (Ceratoides lanata) -40 3  X X 

Lantana camara 'Dallas Red' 20 9 X   

Lantana montevidensis 20 9 X   

Lantana montevidensis 'white' 20 9 X   

Lantana 'New Gold' 10 8 X X  

Larrea tridentata  0 7 X X  

Leucaena retusa 0 7 X X  

Leucophyllum candidum Thundercloud™ 10 8 X X  

Leucophyllum frutescens 'Compacta' 10 8 X X  

Leucophyllum frutescens Green Cloud™ 10 8 X X  

Leucophyllum laevigatum 10 8 X X  



Botanical Name Cold Minimum Low  Middle High  
 Tolerance USDA Zone Desert Desert Desert 

Leucophyllum laevigatum 'Summer Snow' 10 8 X X  

Leucophyllum langmaniae 'Lynn's Legacy' 10 8 X X  

Leucophyllum langmaniae Rio Bravo ® 10 8 X X  

Leucophyllum pruinosum Sierra Bouquet™ 10 8 X X  

Leucophyllum revolutum Houdini™ 10 8 X X  

Leucophyllum zygophyllum Cimarron ® 10 8 X X  

Leucophyllum X 'Heavenly Cloud' 10 8 X X  

Linum lewisii -30 4  X X 

Lonicera X americana 'Pam's Pink' -20 5 X X X 

Lycium andersonii 10 8 X X  

Lycium exsertum 10 8 X X  

Malephora lutea 15 8 X X  

Manfreda maculosa 0 0 X X  

Maytenus phyllanthoides 15 8 X X  

Melampodium leucanthum -20 5 X X X 

Muhlenbergia capillaris Regal Mist® 0 7 X X X 

Muhlenbergia capillaris 'White Cloud' 0 7 X X X 

Muhlenbergia dubia 0 7 X X X 

Muhlenbergia dumosa 10 8 X X  

Muhlenbergia emersleyi 'El Toro' -10 6 X X X 

Muhlenbergia lindheimeri Autumn Glow™ -10 6 X X X 

Muhlenbergia reverchonii Undaunted® -20 5  X X 

Muhlenbergia rigens -10 6 X X X 

Muhlenbergia rigida Nashville™ -10 6 X X X 

Muhlenbergia X 'Pink Flamingo' 0 7 X X X 

Nassella tenuissima (Stipa tennuissima) -10 6 X X X 

Nepeta faassenii 'Select Blue' -20 5 X X X 

Nolina lindheimeriana -20 5 X X X 

Nolina matapensis 15 8 X X  

Nolina microcarpa -10 6 X X X 

Nolina nelsoni 0 7 X X  

Nolina texana -20 5 X X X 

Oenothera caespitosa -20 5 X X X 

Oenothera speciosa 'Siskiyou' (Oenothera berlandieri) -20 5 X X X 

Oenothera stubbei 10 8 X X  

Olneya tesota 20 9 X   

Opuntia basilaris 0 7 X X  

Opuntia cacanapa 'Ellisiana' 0 7 X X  

Opuntia engelmannii 10 8 X X  

Opuntia ficus-indica 20 9 X   

Opuntia gomei 'Old Mexico' 10 8 X X  

Opuntia hybrid 'Kellys Choice' 15 8 X X  

Opuntia santa rita Tubac™ 15 8 X X  

Opuntia turpinii 15 8 X X  

Panicum virgatum 'Shenandoah' -30 4 X X X 



Botanical Name Cold Minimum Low  Middle High  
 Tolerance USDA Zone Desert Desert Desert 

Parkinsonia florida 15 8 X X  

Parkinsonia microphylla 15 8 X X  

Parkinsonia x 'Desert Museum' 15 8 X X  

Parthenocissus sp. Hacienda Creeper™ 0 7 X X X 

Pedilanthus bracteatus 25 9 X   

Pedilanthus macrocarpa 25 9 X   

Penstemon ambiguus -20 5  X X 

Penstemon amphorellae 0 7 X X X 

Penstemon baccharifolius Diablo™ 0 7 X X X 

Penstemon barbatus 'Coral Baby' -30 4 X X X 

Penstemon eatoni -20 5 X X X 

Penstemon palmeri -30 4 X X X 

Penstemon parryi 15 8 X X  

Penstemon pseudospectabilis -20 5 X X X 

Penstemon superbus -20 5 X X X 

Penstemon thurberi 0 7 X X X 

Penstemon triflorus 10 8 X X  

Perovskia atriplicifolia 'Longin' -20 5 X X X 

Pistacia chinensis Sarah's Radiance™ 0 7 X X X 

Pistacia x 'Red Push' 0 7 X X X 

Platanus mexicana 0 7 X X X 

Platanus wrightii -10 6  X X 

Plumbago scandens Summer Snow™ 15 8 X X  

Poliomintha maderensis Lavender Spice™ 0 7 X X X 

Portulacaria afra minima 25 9 X   

Prosopis glandulosa v. glandulosa 0 7 X X X 

Prosopis glandulosa v. glandulosa Maverick® 0 7 X X X 

Prosopis juliflora (Prosopis velutina) 0 7 X X X 

Prosopis pubescens 0 7 X X X 

Prosopis X Phoenix® 15 8 X X  

Prunus mexicana -10 6 X X X 

Prunus pumila v. besseyi  -30 4  X X 

Psilostrophe cooperi 10 8 X X  

Psilostrophe tagetina -20 5 X X X 

Purshia plicata (Cowania plicata) 0 7 X X  

Quercus buckleyi (Quercus texana) -20 5 X X X 

Quercus canbyi -20 5 X X X 

Quercus fusiformis -10 6 X X X 

Quercus gravesii 0 7 X X X 

Quercus muhlenbergii -20 5 X X X 

Quercus sartorii -10 6 X X X 

Quercus turbinella -20 5 X X X 

Rhamnus californica 0 7 X X  

Rhus lanceolata -20 5 X X X 

Rhus ovata 10 8 X X  



Botanical Name Cold Minimum Low  Middle High  
 Tolerance USDA Zone Desert Desert Desert 

Rhus trilobata -40 3 X X X 

Rhus trilobata 'Autumn Amber' -40 3 X X X 

Rhus virens v. virens 5 7 X X  

Rosmarinus officinalis 'Huntington Carpet' 10 8 X X  

Ruellia brittoniana 'Blanca' 15 8 X X  

Ruellia brittoniana 'Katie' 15 8 X X  

Ruellia brittoniana 'Rosa' 15 8 X X  

Ruellia peninsularis 25 9 X   

Russelia equisetiformis 15 8 X X  

Russelia X St. Elmo's Fire™ 15 8 X X  

Salvia chamaedryoides 15 8 X X  

Salvia clevelandii 10 8 X X  

Salvia farinacea  0 7 X X X 

Salvia greggii 0 7 X X X 

Salvia greggii Raspberry Delight® -10 6 X X X 

Salvia greggii Sierra Linda™ 0 7 X X X 

Salvia nemarosa 'May Night' -30 4 X X X 

Salvia X 'Ultra Violet' PP #21,411 -10 6 X X X 

Salvia X Trident™ 0 7 X X X 

Sambucus nigra ssp. caerulea (Sambucus mexicana) 0 7 X X  

Scutellaria X 'Starrfire' 10 8 X X  

Scutellaria suffrutescens 0 7 X X  

Senna artemisioides (Cassia artemisioides) 15 8 X X  

Senna nemophila (Cassia nemophila) 10 8 X X  

Senna oliogophylla (Cassia oliogophylla) 25 9 X   

Senna phyllodinea (Cassia phyllodinea) 20 9 X   

Simmondsia chinensis 15 8 X X  

Simmondsia chinensis 'Vista' 15 8 X X  

Sophora secundiflora 10 8 X X  

Sophora secundiflora Sierra Silver™ 10 8 X X  

Sorghastrum nutans -30 4 X X X 

Sphaeralcea ambigua -10 6 X X X 

Sphaeralcea ambigua Louis Hamilton™ -10 6 X X X 

Sphaeralcea ambigua Papago Pink™ -10 6 X X X 

Sporobolus airoides -20 5 X X X 

Sporobolus wrightii -30 4 X X X 

Sporobolus wrightii 'Windbreaker' -30 4 X X X 

Tecoma stans 'Gold Star' 20 9 X   

Tecoma X 'Crimson Flare' 15 8 X X  

Tecoma X 'Orange Jubilee' 0 7 X X  

Tecoma X Sierra Apricot™ PP #20,246 10 8 X X  

Tecoma X 'Solar Flare' 15 8 X X  

Tecoma X Sunrise™ 10 8 X X  

Tetraneuris acaulis (Hymenoxys acaulis) -20 5 X X X 

Teucrium aroanium -10 6 X X X 
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Teucrium chamaedrys 'Prostratum' -10 6 X X X 

Teucrium fruticans 'Azurea' 10 8 X X X 

Thymophylla pentachaeta (Dyssodia pentachaeta) 0 7 X X X 

Ungnadia speciosa 0 7 X X  

Vauquelinia californica -10 6 X X X 

Verbena rigida 0 7 X X  

Viguieria parishii (Viguieria deltoidea) 15 8 X X  

Viguieria stenoloba -10 6 X X X 

Vitex agnus-castus 'Montrose Purple' -10 6 X X X 

Vitis californica 'Roger's Red' 0 7 X X X 

Wedelia texana Devil's River™ (Zexmenia hispida) 0 7 X X X 

Yucca baccata -20 5 X X X 

Yucca elata -10 6 X X X 

Yucca faxoniana 0 7 X X X 

Yucca pallida -10 6 X X X 

Yucca rigida 0 7 X X X 

Yucca rostrata -20 5 X X X 

Yucca rupicola -10 6 X X X 

Yucca schottii -20 5 X X X 

Zephyranthes candida 0 7 X X X 

Zephyranthes sulphurea 0 7 X X X 

Zephyranthes X 'Prairie Sunset' 0 7 X X X 

Zinnia acerosa -10 6 X X X 

Zinnia grandiflora -30 4  X X 


